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, t 0 „ P n<! here does not end till October, shall probable 

as my Iocum ten l ^ Busin ess Meeting on Sept . 24th . J 

not be able to a _ mvse lf of the invitation to send you mv 
• U be obliged if you will kindly ^ 

thi's* letter to the Meeting, so that the var.ous proposals may. it 
thev severally find a seconder, be discussed, amended, and voted 
7 in General I am in favour of the principles of the proposals 
fAhe circular, but suggest that they and other proposal? be in- 
corporated in a revised and amplified constitution as our 
rules now 12 years old, and drawn up for a much smaller organ- 
isation are naturally somewhat inadequate now . According to 
mv old Piantas the rules were first made in 1908, and revised last 
in' 1909 and both these differ in several important respects from 
those published in October, 1920, which latter can only be valid 
if they are ratified by the Association. I take it, then, that the 
rules published in the Plant of June, 1909, are these actually in 
force and have copied them out opposite my proposed revision 
in the hope that this may, possibly, at any rate, help discussion. 
In making these proposals I have availed myself freely of the 
constitution of the P.N.E.U. published in the Annual Report. 

PRESENT RULES. 

Ambleside Old Students’ Association 

Any student may become a member on paying an annual 
subscription of 3s. 6 d. 

PROPOSED REVISION. 

Constitution . 

Student A ss ^°ttm° n Sha " ^ Ca " ed The Ambleside 0Id 
side f° r mer student of the House of Education, Amble- 

instalments of 2^/ ^ mei ^ ber on Payment of £5 or of 5 annual 
6s . a year * ’ or ma ' T be an ann ual member on payment of 

receive th^r^orTan8°h an annual business meeting to 

shall be published towA anc . e ®beet of the previous year (which 
previous issue of L’Umtkp tA 1 constltu tion and rules in the 

^ 0 °^ t ^ f ° r revision of the 

Association of which at least Me< r tin g> a meeting of the 

be convened by the 14 days notice must be given, shall 

majority) or of 30 memberT^AV^A rec l u . es1 ; °f the Committee (by 
vening such meeting shall « tbe Association • The notice con- 
the meeting has been snmrn X ^ r j SS tbe °bject or objects for which 
specified in the notice mav anc * n ° business other than that 

5 -No alteration ml L an !, aCtcd such meeting. 

y e made in the rules of the Associa- 
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tion or of the S.E.C. except by a two-thirds majority of those 
present and voting at an Annual Meeting of the Association or one 
called for this purpose under Rule 4. 

6. — Suggestions and expressions of opinion from absent 
members may be read to a meeting, but where a change of the 
rules is in question, only those present may vote. 

(On this fundamental question I think it better to count the 
votes only of those able to hear arguments and amendments. 
The S.E.C. can, of course, on other matters, use the method of 
postal voting.) 

7. — At a Business Meeting of the Association — to form a 
quorum . 

8. — The Association shall hold a biennial conference either 
at Ambleside or at such other place as the S.E.C. may decide. 
It shall be understood that , when practicable , a meeting at Amble- 
side is preferred by the Association . 

Local Branches. 

1 . — Any group of Ex-Students may, with the sanction of the 
S .E .C . form a branch of the Association . 

2 . — The Secretary of evCy local branch shall receive an agenda 
of every S .E .C . meeting and may attend and speak at such meet- 
ing , but not vote . 

3. — Reports of branch meetings should be sent to L’Umile 
Pianta for publication. 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 

Present rules are printed in italics, and the Proposed Revision 

in roman . 


The business of the Association shall be carried on by an Exec- 
utive Committee which shall be subject to the following rules: 

1 .—The Executive Committee of the Old Students Association 
to consist of 7 members resident in London , Hon. Sec. and Editor , 
all to be elected by the Association . The S .E .C . and Officers to be 
elected every two years , retiring members to be eligible for re- election . 

(a) The Committee to have power to add to its number Jor 
special business. 

(b) The Committee to elect a new member should any vacancy 
occur between the elections. The Hon. Officers must a ays e 

elected bu the Association . , . , , 

(c) The Committee to elect a Chairman from their number, and 
should the Chairman be absent from any meeting, a deputy to oe 


opointed from the members present . • j „„ i,,, an 

1 i The Business of the Association to be carried on by a 

xecutive Committee, which shall be responsible for the organ isa- 
on of the Students’ meetings. Students Club » V »i^ B ‘ 

rence, L’Umile Pianta, and other activities of the Association. 
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„ Vnrh member of the S.E.C. to undertake to represent a cer* 
. 2 ‘Z,her of ‘ 'uears * ' so that all students shall be represented . 
tain number (f ^ consist of (a) an Hon . Secretary who shall 

, 1 'n n t Treasurer, and shall be resident in London . (b) Hon. 

Editor of L UM.LE Pianta, («) and (») to be elected by the Asso- 
elation as a whole . (c) one member to be elected by each year of 

ex-students ^ ^ ^ Committee Meetings to be published i n 

L’Umile Pianta. . . , 

3 —The S.E.C. (including officers) to be elected every two 

years Two-thirds of the retiring members to be eligible for re- 
election, and one-third to be in-eligible until after an interval 
of two years. No member shall serve on the Committee (in 
either aii official or representative capacity, except as provided by 
rule 4), for a longer period than six years after the first election 
under these rules, without an interval of two years, after which 
period she shall be eligible for re-election. 

(I recognise this proposal to be especially controversial and 
capable of amendments . Its object is to give to a large number of 
students the experience of serving on the S.E.C. also to counter- 
act a tendency of most bodies, to re-elect the same people 
simply from arbitrary force of habit. The periods are some- 
what arbitrary and some suggested four years instead of six. I 
suggest the one-third retiring each time as otherwise the changes 
after six years might be too drastic. Of course service before 
now doesn’t count in the time.) 

L A Minute Book to be kept by the Secretary or her deputy . 
and the Minutes of the last meeting to be read and confirmed. 

4.-An exception to rule 3 to be made in the case of the 
Ve c° f u years which have less than 6 members of the 

otherwise Ll^iWe'S^te 8? ** n ’ tU *** d 6Ven th ° Ugh 

a Meetim^lin^n^^h f} dem ^ ers shall receive an Agenda before 
lion are enZed nT ?™* anea and aU members of the Associa- 
Secretaru before each ^ sar ne on written application to the 
5 -The S F r meetm f ^closing 1 \d. stamps. 
the A.O S A and m nia ^- e P u ^ e s P ec ial work to any member of 
Meeting, but not to vote “ n ? any member **> attend an S.E.C. 
may be appointed Assist to a member of the S.E.C . however, 
Present Rules.) Assistant Secretary. (Substitute for la of 

. « .-ShouW^my represent f r **. “ yeaT • 

tions the year concerned u, .1 atlve me mber retire between elec- 

Hon^ Officers must alwavs he^w °^ e to 1 ber P lace • Tbe 
(Substitute for lb of Pr ^ c fed by the Association as a whole 

7. —The S E C 1 P f eseil f Rules.) 

Students' Conference '. ° h ° l<l itsel f res P°nsible for the Bi-ennial 
7. Rule lc of Present Rules 
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8 -At all meetings of the S.E.C., 3 to form a quorum, 
except where fundamental changes are suggested, in which case the 
whole Committee to be consulted. 

8. — Each representative member to endeavour to keep in 
touch with her year so that all students shall be represented. 

(Substitute for Present Rule 2 .) 

9 . — Present Rule 3 . 

10. — Present Rule 4. 

11 . — An Agenda shall be sent to all Committee members and 
Branch Secretaries. (Substitute for Present Rule 5.) 

1 2 . — The S .E .C . to meet not less than 4 times a year . When 
possible the dates to be announced in advance in L ’Umile Pianta . 
As far as possible long notice to be given to members. 

(Sunbstitute for Present Rule 6.) 

(Delete Present Rule 7 if Proposed Revision 1 passes , as that 
carries it.) 

13. — At all meetings of the S.E.C. one-third to form a 
quorum. (Substitute for Present Rule 8. Is one-third too large 
a number ? At present it would be 11 .) 

14. — Fundamental changes, such as alteration to the rules, 
may only be made under rules 3 — 5 inclusive of the A.O.S.A. 

15. — In each issue of L’Umile Pianta shall be printed (a) 
the names and addresses of the members of the S.E.C. and the 
‘ ‘years ’ ’ they represent ( b ) the name , address and essential partic- 
ulars of the students’ club (e.g. that students using it must write 
their names and A.O.S.A. after them; Club hours, Hours of 
meals, Bus routes, etc.) (c) Dates and particulars of as many 
the forthcoming meetings of the Association as possible. 

With all good wishes for the success of the meeting. 

Yours sincerely, 

M. E. Franklin. 


REPORT OF THE GENERAL BUSINESS MEETING HELD 
ON SEPTEMBER 24th. 

The Meeting at the Leisure Club was well attended, and in 
spite of our lamentably unbusinesslike ways, went off in an 
extraordinarily business-like manner, as befitted an Extiaor in- 
ary Business Meeting! 

In response to a practically unanimous demand t lat e 
correspondence should be dealt with before the Agent a 1 ^ 
three postal opinions were read to the meeting by Mrs. ug 
Jones, who was at first in the chair. 

She retired later in favour of Miss Morony so that she might 
be free to express her opinion on the several pom s a iss 

Of these letters, dealing with the four points ot the Agent a 





14 


l That each year shall elect its own member to serve on 

the S.E.C. . i 11 i , ,,■ 

jj That an Annual Business Meeting shall be held apart 

from the Annual Social Gathering. 

HI —That the Rules of the Association shall be read and 
made subject to Revision at every Annual Business Meeting. 

IV.— That there shall be Four Annual Meetings of the 
S.E.C. and that definite dates shall be published beforehand in 
the L’Umile Pianta. 

Four letters registered definitely against No. I. 

Four made suggestions and were indefinite on that point. 
All thirty-four were in favour of II, III and IV. 

May we take this opportunity to thank those who took the 
trouble to send their opinions. Their letters were much appre- 
ciated and helped considerably towards starting the meeting 
well. Amongst the letters received was one from Miss Mason 
which is printed below in full. We were very much delighted to 
see her own handwriting, and to know that she welcomes us so 
heartily to a Conference next Easter at Ambleside. I feel sure 
we shall all be only too glad of a “Refresher Course’ it is a 
delightful thought, and will help us all a very great deal. 

A letter from Mrs. Franklin, wishing ?he meeting well put 
before us the suggestion that we should elect one amongst is to 
be our representative on the P .N .E .U . Committee . 

touch wither felt WOuM brin « the Association into 

touch with the Union, which is, of course very desirable. 

The matter will come up again. 

arising frona Thenf ^ ^ ^ eveT>a * mot i°ns with amendments 
T __A d hC reSUlt ’ are Set ° ut below - 

unanimously welcomed P ™ Sent ’ | be hrst suggestion was almost 
Association w^ld T by l vhlch the members of the 

ented. Mrs. Hughes- ToneT** Ives to be quite adequately repres* 
did Miss Gray and Miss as an amendment, as also 

representative should sit r* Jf tters : tbat eacb year’s 
an Executive should be elected ^ enera Commi ttee, from which 

the condition that the motion tbat , tb ! s would bring us back to 
—that of an inner circle to whn'^v cs . l ° 1 } 1 ec ^ to improve — namely 
The amendment Zs d ^ZT ** ^ ’ 

Arising out of this d‘ ■ • & arge ma j° r,t y • 

mg of the meeting was tha^m^ !} be P ca , me cl ear that the feel- 
necessarily be resident in Lor>H U CI " S ^ tbe Executive need not 

tfort to attend the Meeting 01 )c S ° ° ng as tbe y make every 

meetings. (See suggestion 4). 


t5 

Concerning the method of election, Miss Gladding proposed 
that it should be done through the Plant, on a printed form to 
appear in the January number. This form will bear full instruc- 
tions; meanwhile each year will have time in which to discuss 
the matter amongst themselves if they choose. 

A further amendment proposed that one -third of the number 
of students forming the Executive shall make a quorum. 

The following motion was then put to the meeting in its 
amended form , from the Chair : 

“That each year shall elect its own member to serve on 
the S.E.C. ; that one-third of the number elected shall form 
a quorum ; that the election shall he made through the Plant 
so that at the next Conference (presumably at Easter) the 
new Executive may consider the Revision of Rules.’’ 

This motion was carried by a very large majority. 

II — This suggestion met with general approval. Ways and 
means were discussed, and the motion framed as follows: — 

“That an Annual Business Meeting shall be held apart 
from the Social Gathering, but on the same day.” 


Carried unanimously. 


III. — There was no amendment or discussion on this point, 
which was put to the meeting by the Chair. 

IV. — After discussion, relating chiefly to actual dates, the 
following Resolution was proposed : — 

“That at least four meetings of the Executive be held 
during the vear, of which two shall he held in the holidays, 
the dates being fixed for the Saturdays nearest to the quarter 
days, and published in the preceding Plant.” 


This was carried unanimously. 

Arising from this discussion there was some dissatisfaction 
that the Plant was not always useful to the Association bv reason 
of its uncertain appearance. It was suggested that u cos o 
special circulars, voting post cards, etc., might be avoic e , i e 
Seeretarv and Editor could work together in the fixing ot dates ot 
meetings to suit the Plant’s appearance, or vice eeisa. 
meeting also desired that Miss Franklins letter should 1 be 

acknowledged with thanks, and sent to the Plant or p 

There were many most helpful suggest tions in 

letters but we were so fully occupied that we did ■ ‘ ^ 

all. They will he kept, and the various points collected a 
printed in the January Plant. 
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At about 4-45 students being observed to look faint and weary 
. Business having been concluded simultaneously, tea was 
an n fnr and in the light of so excellent a solution for all OU r 
troubles ’a telegram was despatched to Miss Mason, thanking 
her for her letter, and accepting with great pleasure her kind 
invitation to Ambleside next Easter. 

Those present at the meeting were:-F.E Other R. C . 
Osborn. M. W. Etching. F. W. Young, IC M Claxton, N. 
Whitfield, V. Currv. M. King, F . Rankin, R. M. Williams, M. 
H Wiseman, R. A. Pennethorne, A M. Trembeth, V. W . Reid, 
1). Gould, J. Macfarlane, E. M. E. Hughes- Jones, B. Craw.shay, 
M. Gladding, G. Bernau, P. H. Haggie, H. Morony, Harriet 
Smeeton, D. Sharman, McLeod, Cooke, Armitage, Cowlard. 
Two whose names I find are not recorded and whom I did not 
know by sight, Loveday and J. M. Wilkinson, arrived for tea. 


Those who wrote to the meeting were : — Franklin, Wix , Gray; 
Owen, Moffatt, and Bartrum, from Natal; Constance Henderson 
J. It. Smith, Cholmondely, Olive Cooper (1907), Christine Cooper 
(1908). Lambert, Shelley, Thorpe (1917), Jesper, Wilks, Hill 
(W. Henderson), Faunce, McIntosh, Gore, E. Armitage, A. 
Armitage, E. M. Saunders, Edith Frost, Eleanor Frost, m! 
Smith. Pollard, Warne, B. M. Good, Olive Lowe, Gillies P 
Baker (1921), Miss Drury Miss Parish. 


LETTERS. 

The Lake Hotel and Pump House, 
Llangammarch Wells, 

Breconshire 

My Very Dear Friends, Sept ' 17th ’ 1P21 • 

and I want to teU wu what io of your Easter Conferenci 

welcome you at Scale How m ^ W1 & lve me an d of os t< 
ot rows and rows of thp dear f on ^ to see a gain the thrilling sigh 
Before von 7 ** 1 knOW 80 wel1 aa <l love so well 

Mr. Fisher has been exhort Lu/r b nS o/ ' vant to ma ^ e a suggestion 
to take what he calles “A r r e Students of Training College; 

and I think the second halfo v r in their holidays. 

a course. You would hl ve S" mi 8 ht be devoted to such 
, f ore We come back . Perhanc i° 4 .i? ISCUSS ^ our own matters 
ecaus e I am preparing a new I r le m ? r( T strongly about this 
mn h r Water is continually 9 ^°^ f ° r Publication which shews 
water has flowed by sine under the bridge and how 
recent years.” y Slnce th c training of even the more 

°nr principles, being i;„; 

ng, are naturally progressive, and 
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drawn into one volume their power to serve the world fills me 
with a sort of fear. 

They are a very great trust, and I am an old woman - so I 
want to leave them in your hands as a trust which you must, needs 
fulfil, not because I ask you but because the fact of your training 
lays thc duty of helping the world in this way, upon you all 
By the way, I think “progressive” was a wrong word for the 
occasion. A tree is not exactly progressive though it grows and 
bears fruit after its land, and that is how we must grow: not in 
bulk, by adding to our thought notions in the air which may 
appeal to any of us, but by growing upwards and spreading 
abroad and bearing fruit more and more. 

I hope you will not be hurt — sweet friends — If I tell you that 
I was a little distressed by a tendency shewn by a few of you to 
hark back to the kind of thought and work we are labouring to 
replace . 

I think I see why. You know- that you are much considered 
and much sought after, and do not see why you are not qualified 
to teach in either High Schools or Council Schools. Teachers in 
these schools have all passed a qualifying Examination before 
they were admitted , say, to Girton or a Training College : Matric- 
ulation or Responsions for example. 

No college undertakes this preparatory work, and it agreed 
with our rather advanced views to dispense with such prelimin 
ary “exams.” in the case of thoughtful educated girls. The 
result has been exceedingly satisfactory. You have made your- 
selves a name that I think would not have been possible had you 
merely competed with the thousands of young people who have 
passed through the usual mill. It rests with you to show your 
“raison d’etre” by such a mastery and so careful a practice of 
your principles as shall make everybody eager to have a House 
of Education Student — as indeed everybody is. 

You would be amused if vou knew how r many people in this 
Hotel have told us delightful things of H . of E . Students! Indeed 
both Miss Kitching and I have had to do much P.N.E.U. talk 
and that has made us see how eager people arc to hear all about us 
and what great opportunities you have of ‘telling w-hat we know . 

You will like to know that the baths have done me great good 
and I hope to enjoy your visit to the full . This is lovely country 
but I think it is not as rich in birds and plants as that we Jove 
so well . 

With much love in which Miss Kitching joins, 


I 


am, 

Your always 


affectionate friend , 

Charlotte M. Mason, 


Dear Old Students, , , , 

We are near the end of the holidays and 




it is difficult to 
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r» o Hglightful episode was the reproduction of “Quality 
st J?" by the Juniors . We had all enjoyed the first perform- 
bt Kntwp agreed tha the second was even better! 

^We had a musical appreciation one afternoon when Mrs. 
r lover came to hear the students and school perform . It was one 
of the very hottest of hot days, which was unfortunate; but the 

P ' rf Tr U Tnor^get W the aTwren^ Party . The whole school 
came up and some of the day pupils brought friends, notably the 
vouneest person present who was aged three months! 

We had arranged an elaborate programme ot sports and com- 
petitions. There Avere sack races, obstacle races, jumping, and 
various competitive games. As it was not raining, though a dull 
day, we had tea out of doors and all enjoyed the strawberries 
Avhich are such an important part of the entertainment . 

Nearly at the end of term Mrs. Franklin and her son paid us 
a flying visit and Ave spent a most enjoyable evening while Mr. 
Michael Franklin read us some of his poetry. 

During the term we had two visits from Mr. Rawnsley who 
very kindly came to read us some poetry . We all enjoyed it very 
A 7 erv much. 

The holidays appear to have been very enjoyable judging 
from the Budget and the holiday posts were evidently a great 
success for everyone seems to be very happy . 

And iioav we are looking forAvard to our last term and to the 
handing over of Monitress duties to the juniors. It seems no 
time since we Avere getting our Monitress duties and now the time 
has come to pass them on to others . 

u T lV e Fancy Dress to ° will be coming off and we shall 
altogether haA ; e a strenuous and busy term. 

Yours Sincerely, 

The Present Students . 

Gayaza, Uganda, 

Dear Friends, A P ril 22nd > 1921 • 

MissL^Fun^for^ou^aP Y ° U Wh °, subscribe to the Scale How 

went to the support of Esfta NflV-t Slf ! S 0t J a ? t year > £3 of which 

School funds. I re + nr , \ aFlte { lde and i'be rest to the general 
furlough to find the school f lu^+i ast danuar y after a year’s 
pupils, indeed there are so n Cr Q e Y er ’ term we have 130 
all in our school-room some if ther f 1S no lon g er room for 
School, the latter beW ^ f °™ ed a Senior and Junior 

which we have recently built neW Day Sch ° o1 

gone doAvn considerably « f , ti • e ^ ay School numbers have 
I came back our staff has inpr ^ * s room * or both there. Since 
been located here to he In us t lree > Miss Ainley having 

duration, in July she is to ™ t • aS ’ her sta Y is to be of short 
y t0 g ° to Nde 3 e to help the lady missionary 
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there who has been working quite alone for the last 18 months 

« uckTf 1 zszr* a step than we arc he,<i b - k ■«& 

We had our Old Girls’ Reunion last month. I wish von 
could have been here to see them! We had 54 of them for the clav 
It was delightful to see how glad they were to be here a^ain and 
how they chattered'. They visted all their old haunts and 
examined the work of the present-day girls, exclaiming on how 
much more they were learning then they themselves had done 
We had a little display for their entertainment, singing and drill- 
ing and an exhibition of work. But the greatest excitement of 
the whole day was the net-ball match between Old and Present- 
day girls . It was watched with the keenest interest by everyone ; 
cheering and clapping became deafening at the scoring of 4 goals by 
the queen for her side. After a keen struggle the present-day 
girls won by 2 goals . The sun Avas nearly set before they could 
tear themselves away . Many of them brought their children and 
it was encouraging to see the difference there is between children 
brought up by educated Christian parents and those of parents 
who have had no educational advantages . This school is influenc- 
ing the whole country by raising the position of its Avomen. I 
do wish I could persuade some of our Ambleside students to offer 
themselves for this work, so full of interest and of infinite possi- 
bilities! Christian education is the immediate need of all the 
primitive peoples of Africa. Every nation has a place to fill in 
order that the Kingdom of God may be complete, and if we can 
in any way help a nation to attain to fuller life Ave are indeed 
helping forward the whole kingdom of God. Who will volunteer 
for this great adventure ? 

I am, 

Sincerely yours, 

C. Janet Smyth. 


St. Aidan’s Mission House, 

Dixon Road, 

Small Heath, 

Birmingham. 

August 9th, 1921 . 

Dear Editor, 

I must apologise for this letter being late— I just missed 
writing in time for the last Pianta. 

Very many thanks to the students who contributed last year 
to he Scale How Mission Fund, and to the members of the 
Executive who allocated the sum of £3 5s to St. Aidan s Mission, 
Birmingham. When I say that the girls 5 department of our 
work has no other source of income whatever you will iea ise \ow 
greatly I value your support. V\ ith the money I ha\< ten a 1 
with the help of a grant from S.P.C.K. to furnish a i 
books for the younger girls and a smaller one of re lgious g 
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for the older ones. These they value very much . Then J have 
been able to have some apparatus for teaching as books, diagrams, 
and pictures , and last ly a few of the poorer girls— and mothers too . 
have been helped to pay for their Xmas parry and summer outing 
which they would otherwise have had to miss. We encourage 
all to save and help themselves in every possible way, but here 
and there are cases which are helped, and not hindered as is so 
often the way, by a little encouragement of this kind. I said 
lastly, but, thanks to you too, I am able to get into touch wit., 
girls by writing in a way that would not be possible without help 
in these days of heavy postal rates. 

It is nice to know that the Association is keen about Home 
Mission Work and although your offering is in no way a personal 
one to me on my work I want to be allowed to thank you very 
sincerely . 

Yours, 

Mary Katherine, C.H.N. 

P.S. — Many grateful thanks to the student who very kindlv 
forwarded me a cheque which she had not expected to 
receive. 

Mile End, 

Toilet Street (P.D.) School, 

Alderney Road, Mile End Road, E.l . 

Dear Editor, 29th June, 1921. 

I want to tell you that we have had such a number of boxes of 
flowers sent. It is delightful to receive them . They bring such 
lovely perfumes into the school , quite a breath of the countrv 1 

from STildren d most of them , and some by letters 

ams si£i“^ = “<S ayshire ’ a,,d 1 

supply which came. SS W&S partlcularl y Phased yesterday with a 

kind senders could know what"’ l^ 1 S ^? U,d be ver y & lad the 

Mv k ind 7, I >leaS J Ure these flowers have given, 
y md regards and many thanks, 

M. Winfield. 

Dear Editor, 81 » Holland Road, W. 14. 

for and discussed at the sent °ut on the Agenda 

held at the Leisure Club on q S, f S V Meetin ^ of the A.O.S.A., 

was a clerical error to word b P 24th ’ 1 fe *l sure that it 

Four Annual Meetings of the If [? llo 4 w s That there shall be 

» ie £ nnual Meeting held .iV" etC * T Surel Y th e feeling of 
anted Four General Business' M \^ W m dune * ast , was that we 
° f 0ne A *nual one . so as u of the A 0 - s A . instead 

raore ex-Students . Cnsure the “Merest and co-operation of 
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The motion as put and discussed on September 24th was un 
necessary, as I believe I am right in thinking that there alwavs 
are four S.E.C. Meetings a year, and anyway" that really did not 
concern the reforms under discussion. I point this out so that 
ex-Studen s who were at the Kew meeting and not present last 
Saturday may understand why this was not discussed. It is 
possible that it is not now so vital as it was when framed at the 
Kew Meeting, as the S.E.C. will in future be much more repres- 
entative of the whole body of the A.O.S.A, but I cannot help 
feeling that it may still be desirable, and I hope that others will 
write their opinions in the next Plant. 

M. Gladding. 


Dear Miss Gray, 

Having very carefully considered the present position of our 
Association, and whilst cordially agreeing that many changes 
are necessary, both in its Constitution and Rules, in order to meet 
its present and growing needs, I am convinced that, in view of the 
unprecedented procedure — and indeed, of the whole tenure of the 
Extraordinary General Meeting of the Members held on Sept. 
24th j — I myself can render no further service by remaining a 
member of the Students’ Executive Committee. There is, there- 
fore , only one course open to me , and I herewith tender my resig- 
nation as Chairman and Member of the S.E.C., and I shall be 
grateful if you will kindly convey this decision to the other 
members of the S.E.C. as soon as possible. 

At the same time I should like to thank most heartily all the 
Members of the S.E.C. whose spirit of friendly co-operation has 
hitherto made the task of Chairman a pleasant duty, and to say 
how much I — with many others — deplore the spirit of unfriendli- 
ness and discourtesy which seems lately to have entered into 
the general business discussions of members of the A.O.S.A. 

Yours sincerely, 

Eleanor Hughes-Jones. 

Cheam, Sept. 26th, 1921 . 


SOME NOTES ON NUMBER TEACHING IN INFANTS’ 
SCHOOLS. (ELEMENTARY). 

How many of us have heard the carping critic of the P.U.S. 
say, “Can you explain to me why is the arithme ic so a . 

If he happens to know much— or even nothing— about Elemen- 
tary Schools, he will probably add that there at least the chi 
dren do learn to do sums accurately and thoughtfully. A 
all believe him and wish we knew how they die i . 

I have visited a few of the Infants’ Schools ; here t .berethe 

standard of arithmetic is exceedingly high, in j ry 

Leicester would come out very near the top of the list every 
town in England were examined in this one subject. 
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In some 


schools children attend as young as three, but 
t> ” nrp then mostly play and varied occurs 


, . J 3 . . > out 

though their “lessons” are then mostly play and varied occup a . 

J ons” still they learn the meaning of numbers by all sorts G f 
tions, si. ii J, j t some httle boys to come out and be 
games , such as and Har ry and John and Dick . . 

’ — T — *■ 9 . . Yes, 


games , such as 

Now how many soldiers have I got. 
Harry, you mount guard over the door 
soldiers are there with me now . 

i . J 


Well, how 
Yes. ’ ’ etc. 


Now, 

many 


soldiers are there with me now . • • • V ' w ' . . 

But how does the live year old begin. Well, it is very 
difficult to five any detailed description of this number teaching 
because it is so varied. Perhaps beads are almost the first step. 
The children will thread say four beads, two blue and two yellow, 
in obedience to a notice on the blackboard. Of course they 

cannot read at this stage, so there is much ingenuity in the use 

of the blackboard, but as we cannot print pictures in the Pianta, 
this must be left to the imagination. Beans, tablets, etc., are 
all used; number is concrete. When the children can do the four 
rules in numbers up to ten, and can easily recognise written 
figures, then more varied games are introduced, almost all are 
home made, either by the teachers, or (better) by the older chil- 
dren as “handwork.” There are cardboard dominoes, and they 
must add the dots at the ends and write them down : 3 -f- 6 =9 ; or 
they may have two dice in a box, or a tee-to-tum which must be 
spun “so” often, or a circle of cardboard with some twelve divi- 
sions in it with a number written in each and a cardboard pointer, 
attached underneath the circle to the centre . On the projecting 
tip of this pointer will be some number, say 4, and the child 
wir s i mu nd till it stops, say, opposite 7, and then he writes 

LLil , Th T e , ndless other devices— so difficult to 
in many spWJ \j e ebbtb> en love their number lessons, and 

these little toi * q ? tvf ^ j 18 an * optional ’ ’ period once a week, 

the sheer fun oflt. 1011 &C d and subtract > multiply and divide for 

that howevervast the °l ‘educational toys” are two; (1) 

by himself and is learning be ’ Gach child is teachin g himself 
(2) that by the time the & ^ 1S , ?™, n . rate an d no time is wasted ; 

Standard II he can han i°. mia cbdc * is in Standard I. or certainly 
They learn mon ev 1 PFetty Wel1 any ™™ber with ease, 
made by the children— !!?■ Wltb car d hoard money — generally 
shop where they can buv Y* U ?f ny sc hools there is a “toy” 
grape nuts at current nr L nd , se11 sucb grandeurs as cocoa and 
kindly grocers. Onlv In !!• * empty cases bein g supplied by 

(hve days to the week! hiy—- 1 CS ° r at , mos ^ 25 minutes a day 
So far as the “Infants’^ 611 t0 aritbmeti c. 

ecause they learn so hannilv are concerned they learn so well 

wasted on “doing nothin^ ” n &nd b ? cause not a minute of time is 
stand or catch up . i t j - >r ^ajting for someone else to under- 
i is quite delicious to watch them ! 
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If any student would care to have more details such a* 
could be given by sketches, I will gladly send them. 

I have said nothing of the mentaf arithmetic which is taken 
daily for some five or ten minutes before the written work "for 
this is taught on lines we all know well; the ABC . Arithmetic’ and 
Bompas Smith supply me with examples when I need them . But 
the upper classes have a certain number of mental questions 
written on the board every morning ; each child has to write down 
the answer in his book (of course no working is allowed), and the 
time is limited. In one school the children sometimes set the 
questions; that is each child sets one question and all the ques- 
tions are answered by each child. The result in this particular 
school was past belief wonderful; the Head master said the boys 
didn’t so much mind failing when he set the questions, but when 
the other boys did it , well they had to answer them ! They did the 
thirty sums in eighteen minutes and the one unfortunate who got 
less than twenty right was almost booed by the rest of the class. 
But these children could multiply two three figure nuinbers in 
their heads!! 

H. E. Wix. 


“SWEET DAYS INDEED.” {Morris). 

To lie a-top the hill side outstretched under some great 
kindly spreading oak, upon a sward blue-eyed with speedwells, 
where everywhere the air is deeply sweet with scent of hawthorns, 
and tender poplar leaves, now broken from the bud, to hear the 
slow near thrilling of a thrush, to look^far across the woodland 
where long stretches of plough and meadow ripple onward to 
blue horizon cloud -kissed, — this is to feel the tenderness of 
Mother Earth . 

Yet in this sweet outward calm nature is restless still— 
Brother Ant hastens on his way through the grass, bearing in his 
jaws a tattered leaf, which, were it measured by his little stature, 
would in truth, make a dozen of him. lake a little boat with a 
great sail he rocks and struggles through the green grass ocean. 
Hard work, my Masters, but Brother Ant is a philosopher and 
will not be daunted. He comes of the folk that are exceeding 
wise. 

Two white and orange butterflies play near by. Now ley 
come towards my oak , and now the chequer of amber sunlig i an 
blue shadow is sifted on their wings, as they rise and iall in ie 
warm air beneath the sheltering boughs. Dame Bu « y, 
lighter than vanity itself, feigns she will have none oi hi oi 
company. She flaunts on while he seems to say On y se 
a fine sort of fellow I am.” Suddenly she rises and is go 
above the tree-tops and he follows— a swift flutteroffeatheied 
wi„ gs -a loud chirp tell of tragedy rndeed The- is no need to 
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i , tit has scarcely checked his flight to seize her, 
murderer a glossy ui i lonel but terfly too, who has escaped 
and he sweeps on. * the hawthorn hedge seeking comfort 
passes on, but slow y, wish him gG od luck in his quest. 

in another of his Kina. * stream winds like a silver ribbon, 

Y°? der '"/there by pools along its course Such a broad 
dotted here »nd th l () hav< _ loved we |l for here you shall 

stream as riscawn in a hot dav, but especailly in, 

have sport fellowi rise for' the lace 

the evening —»» then rno hoyer over the water 

WUlg ^sW e e S mt upon a hawthorn spray a nimble spider jerks 

Beside m , [ swaying web, setting her house in 

inther and t h ^ Pl 4 S entlv she hides beneath a twig 

an^watches patiently . A red soldier beetle flickers by, then a 
gleaming fly, fall of his own importance. He settles down upon 
abroad burdock-leaf and suns himself washing his face the while. 
Then his toilet done, he starts up suddenly , to fall headfirst into 
the snare. There is a great buzzing forthwith, and she springs 
nimbly out to have him, but he is heavy, and the web frail a 
mesh woven to entrap gnats and such small fry and Messer 
Fly struggles and kicks like the guttersnipe he is for all his fine 
colours. His weight stands him in good stead, lor in a trice, 
before she may pounce upon him, he’s fallen through her airy 
floor, into the nettles, with the best of her cobweb rafters cling- 
ing round his wings. Had she caught him there had been scant 
mercy for Messer Fly! 

The thrush, that sang so joyously, has been still awhile; 
now, as the even draws tenderly near and the sunlight dims into a 
deeper golden, her voice rises again, but from far away : 

• • • • “Over the still stream 

Up the hillside, and now ’tis buried deep 
In the next valley glades . ’ ’ 

,, A u nd away beyong the plough lands stretched out like tarnished 
gold beneath the deepening sunlight, lie the far sapphire hills, 
a ing ever more dim into pale remoteness. Some poet (I 
Kr»^ W fp° T t h ! ch) ^ as us that he would have his soul to wander 
ZZvZt h u Ugh sunlit distances.” — I am no poet, but I 
of n»w°* , Her . e .™ an may behold the ideal of sublime beauty 
SumeZ T r^S lb 6 ® lonel .y ,an d and sky. Does then the 
fields of Thrn mZmiZ ^ a t is very far off” not lie beyond in 
spotn it S? ? th at arc in the Earth have 

Kn heriW f ° f ‘, he earth have >■» this sweet comfort 

heritage-then wherefore should we doubt? 

Audrey Haggard 





